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At the close of a June 1 meeting in Tortola (British Virgin Islands), leaders of the seven Caribbean
islands comprising the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) decided unanimously
to initiate talks toward the formation of a federation. The proposal to begin such negotiations was
presented by the prime pinister of St. Lucia, John Compton, who presided over the meeting. The
seven Anglofone islands are St. Lucia, Grenada, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Dominica, St. KittsNevis, Antigua and Montserrat, a British colony. All are also members of the 13-member nation
Caribbean Economic Community (CARICOM). As a whole, the seven islands account for half a
million people, and a territory of 2,820 square kilometers. The discussions will be initiated during a
CARICOM summit meeting scheduled for late June in St. Lucia.
According to the prime minister of St. Vincent, James Mitchell, the first organizational structure
toward unification could be adopted within the next two years. During the electoral campaign in
Santa Lucia last March, Compton promised to promote a policy that would make the federation
a reality in five yeras. According to Compton, the federation which might also include Barbados
would have a single central government and would permit the free circulation of goods and people
among the seven islands. This is the only means, he said, of promoting the islands' economic
development and security over the long term. After independence, the old British colonies in the
area excepting Guyana and Belize, located on the Latin American mainland failed to form a single
nation.
A federation of 10 western islands formed in 1958 failed after four years. The integration movement
was resumed only in July 1973 with the formation of CARICOM. Caribbean nations compete
economically and display diverse ideological orientations. They place the same products on the
world market, compete in the tourist trade, and are divided in terms of the small versus the large
islands. In recent years, however, economic crisis has reduced living standards throughout the
Caribbean, inspiring renewed interest in economic and political integration. Ideological differences
exacerbated by the US invasion of Grenada in 1983 were enhanced in recent years. Some regimes
abandoned the temptation to join forces with Cuba.
Other pro-US regimes were frustrated in hopes of reaping bonanzas on the basis of a special
friendship with the United States in the wake of the Grenada invasion. According to some local
observers, the failure of the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI), initiated by the Reagan administration
in 1984, was a determining factor in the resurgence of integrationist sentiment. The CBI was to
permit the free entry into the US market of certain Caribbean products, while promoting US
investment in these countries, thereby creating thousands of new jobs.
Hopes for economic gains through the CBI were dashed. In 1985 Caribbean exports to the US fell
23% relative to 1984. Last December a 41% reduction in the sugar quota to the US market led to a
wave of protests, and further disenchantment. Prime Minister of St. Kitts-Nevis, Kennedy Simonds,
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pointed out that recently the CBI led to the creation of 140 new jobs in his country. Meanwhile, he
added, the cutback in the sugar quota to the US resulted in the loss of 2,000 jobs.
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